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- Boxing and

Football to

Retain Virility of the Race,

Breeding

Thoroughbred Race

Horses to Supply Remounts for
the Army and Other Claims of “‘Get-the-

Money'= Adherents
ploded Theories.

of Athletics Are Ex-

BY J. B. SHERIDAN.

P OST of us, llke Romaln
Itolland’'s hero, Jean-
Christophe, have been
hurled agninst sham

morality,
and

cans know

comprorlas
untruth Amerl
theso thinga

under the generlc alang
term of
war

the "“grand bunk."

been

old The great
tha

utter rottenness and Insincerity of many shams

has useful in showing us

which we have been mccustomed to regard aa
Eospel truths In athletics and in sport. For no-
where has the “grand old bunk™ been In general
use as In the reaim of professional gport

1 have no doubt that the “grand ald bunk™
prevalls in business to n grester extent than |t
does In sport the

Muoybe “grand old b

‘s

part of busineas. It is pnot proper part of

sport

Therefore, many sportsmen haove revolted

against the “'grand

They

old bunk’ fetch=

being

into sport are giad to see the great war

come. aleng, and, for the time belng at least,
tosx tho “grand old bunk® Inte the discard
The three leading articles In the decaloz
the "grond old bunk™ have been
hateful. They are

L. That prafessional boxing, with gloves, for
an admlisslon fee, with moving pletures taken,
in essential to the preservation of the wvirllity
of the Anglo-Saxon race

2. The “stall of the promoters of Rughy foot-
ball that playing Rugby 1= essential to winning
battles, tho alleged dlctum of the duke of Wel-
lIington thyt Waterloo was won on the footba'l
flelds of Fton belne altvavs quoted

3. Theo of the men promoting horsa-
racing for the money that wis in It, salg

“stall’
stall™
being that horsernolng, with gambling attach-
menis, was essentinl to the safety of the natlon
becaus, 1t enabled men to breed thoroughbreds
to serve as cavalry horees in war time

Just why money-hungry promoters of boxing
matchen could not say “We are after o plece
of change” instead of “stalllng” about the
manliness of boxing with an admisslon fes at-
tached and its essentlality to the maintenance
of the virility of the Anglo-Saxon racs (moat
great bexers have been Celtic, Semitlc or Ham-
ftlc) was more than I could understand  You
let them fight all weok without charging any
admisslon fes, and you would ses how many
of them would care for the virility of the raca

As far as tho promoters of horseracing for
the sake of the Jobs and money that was in It
for them are concerned, 1 nover could sea why
they were around talking of the benefits the
breeding of the thoroughbrod horse conforred
on the former or on the cavalry. 1f there wire
benefits they were so remote as to be India-
cernible

So, Instead of “stalling™ about the benent the
thoroughbred did the country's cavalry, ete,,
why not step up and my, "We nre In thia
horseracing game, as good Americans, for ths
‘dough’ there may be la it for us. 1 want to
be a judge, Jim wants to be o stoarter, Joo
Wants to run the betting ring. We'll al] Hea
soma sport, have a good time and maybe make
a little money. Ars you with up?”*

Bure, we'd be with them, Why “stall” about

the cavalry and the farmer?
- - L

Worrying About Jobs.

8o, too, about the football "bunk ' Foolball
is & grand, good gamo for those who like to
play it. It's fun. But, when It Was under cen-
sure, a lot of professional coaches, who Wors
worrying about thelr jobs, went about cryving
that the virllity of the country was endan-
Bered when foolball was threatened with de-
structlon. L4

I dare say it Is natural with & man to feal
that the end of the world or chaos has comg
when ha loses his good, soft job, Maybe the
football coaches were sincera when they fan-
cled that the discontinuance of rughy, and of
thelr jobs, would ruln the nation.

Yet, Insterd of bellowing about the value of
football to natlonal wirility, why did not these
fellown come out and say:

“Wa are strong for Rugby football Soma
guys like to play It. We like to comch them
because there 1s money In it for us. Are you
with us?'

Of course, we'd have been with them. Why
not? Foctball, like racing and Jike boxing, in
fun. It appeals to a lot of people. Why not go
to it, direct, on its merits as a sport end
means of making money, and not “stall” about
on moral and physical grounds which do not
exiat?

The grandsst and oldest of all the “grand old
bunk' has been the “stall” about tha value of
professicnal boxing, with admlssion fees charga-
Able at the door, and moving-pleturs rights on
the slds, in upbullding and maintaining *he
virila virtues of the natlon.

A lot of good, clear-seeing men, George Bor-
row Included, have been caught by this grand-
est of all the “grand old bunks” Borrow once
wrote a fine appreciation of the manlineas of
the brulesers of Eritaln. Borrow belleved what
he wrcte. Hes lived before the days of Jack
Curley, "Tex" Rickard and Tom Jones. Thers
were no great “gates’ to boxing matches In
Borrow's day, no motlon pletures, Wers Bor-
row allve today he might think differently. He
might see that ms soldiers or as asalstants to
military ardor, or eMcienty, the boxers wora of
no value whatever.

The pugillst meems to be the chief "slncker”*

of the times They ara strafing the pugllist ag
hacksllder., Gov. Whitman of New York set
thoe fasklon when he refused to let Les Darcy,

the Australlan box In New York, because,
Whitiann alleged, Darey shoilld be fighting fo?
Australin and the Hritish Empire Gov. Whit-
man's declilon 18 open to at least a legal Arg -
ment Darey Il of Norman-Irish descent. Many
men of Irish blood object to fighting for [Eng-
and Yet the genern] fedling Is that a man
should fight for the country whereln he makes
hig HIving

Austrelin has been good to Darcy. Ti mava
hilm birth, great strength, good sducation, fama
and some money, Amerleans have lttle pa-
tlence with the man who takes all & count=y
has to give, then refuses to give anything In
return Cne can be o parasite, espocially 'n
war time So, In the maln, morally Whit-
mn o right. So leng as o mon lives under a
flag, derives his Hyvelthood from the nation, ha
ownes 1t service Whatever flag may flodt over
Auntralis, tt 8 o free country Diarcy did not
neod to live there If he did not wish to Fred
ar not free { e niry be, the Bumsr
foeling I8 thatl & E ¢ or itenpls from
it he it the las=t | measure I« tion

The tle svmpot nd no respect lor
iLhe mn who llves in the L'nited States yot o
fipsey t for the countr Eo it is with tha
man wha lives in Enginnd, Germany, Australla
Franc Turkey or Hns ither comntry und oy
the sun If vou choose to roside In & countr:

o |

It mi be admitted that the so-ealled figh’-
ng men, the pugllists, the brulssrs of the world
hnve not acted wall by thelr countries Dare)
acted hydiy. by Australia, n free country, fiving
the British Hag. When he fo 1 that he could
not be allowead to box In the ['nited States. hi
let himieelf be persunded into more shameful

action than he hnd been gullty of In Australin
Ho 181 It be known that ha would enlist in the
Tinited States forees, provided he was given a
furldugh to take part In five boxing matchea.
The answer the Tnited States would give to

that mna: he Imagined. Who i= Diarcy? A bhoxe-
an allen man who Jeft his swn country In
time of stress to make econditlona” with the
United Stntes. The United States makes no
treatles, no conditions with any man  Admira)
Dewev oould not have made conditione with ¢l

Unitedd Statoes Admiral Dewey wonuld pnot have
endeavorad to do any such absiurd, Impudent

and Igrerant a thing.
Of course, Darey Ald not make the conditinna

on tis own hook. Pugllistic promoters did that

The pugilistic promoters are treading on dan-
gerous ground It meems that sgome of them
wantld drag the Goddess of Liberty Intoa the
ring and bLill her as the champlon musclas
danecer of the world If they could thereby dro o

A Enod gate.
danee,

They'd make her Ao a heola-haola
If they thought It would attraot
meney. Thers s little senro of deceney among
the pusilistic promoters of the United Stutes
They are sadly In need of Thev'll get
it, too, If they do not thelr step

Lo

1 lesann

watch

The fdea of an allen brulser like Darey, =
man who left his own country when she was In
stresy, entoring the United States and assuming
10 makn terms with the constituted military
anthorities of thia country, Is Atrocious. Omiy

A promcter of prize fights would dare such =
thing.

- - -

Darcy Made Aviator.

Of course, ths United States would not notios
#uch an Impudent offer. But in a moment of
mental aberration the military itithorities of
the State of Tennessee did enlist Darcy in the
aero service, agreeing to the provise that he
should be given a furlough to take part In
boxing contests.

What would be done to Gen. Wood, former
Presldent Roosevelt, Mr. Bryan or any other
distingulshed man who offered to enllst In the
United States mervice provided he was given a
furlough to dsliver flve lectures or five Bpecches
to run for office or to make money?

It seams that the best thing the United Statos
could do with James Leslle Darcy would be to
turn him over to the Australlan authoritles
Would the Dingoes have him? [ doubt It. Al
of which shows that n man must stiek with his
ging In time of trouble. Poor Darey Is prob-
Ebly no! to blame. Pin-headesd promoters, who
would cheerfully haye Darey shot {n thelr
arenas could they draw a gate, with Impunity
persuaded the poor boy—he I8 but 20 Yeara old
—to thke the courme of nction which
broughs him Into disrepute the world oyver

It In the old story, The promoter Is to blame,

nine thmes out of ten, for the sins that are
committed In pugllism,

has
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Gov. Whitman 18 “sore” at the prize ring.
Those whe are famillar with the practices Af
promoters and managern to get money, will
symputhize with the executive. We all start
out by liking the prize ring. We all wind up by
wunting te destroy It. There are qualities about
It whica one likes—and yet and yet—.

Plerce Mathews, a remots fighter of St. Louls,
cannot say anything teo bad about the sport
which gave him bread and butter for many
years. Wo ecan scarcely biame Mathews, yet
we hote to ses o man abuse the source of his
bread and butter. Withal, thers are few for-
mer boaers who lke the ring. Rarely. indeed,
do you ses the son of a boxer In the squared
circle. I have known but few boxers who
wished their sons to ndopt the voecatlon of thele
fathers. In cnses where former pugllists in-
duct thelr sons Into the ring, the boys them-
sslves detest it. Old Tom Kelly of St. Louls,
a midélewelght champlon, about 1860 wanted
his son. Eddle, to bacome a prizefighter. Eddls
Kelly was game. He took a terrifie benting
from Dan Daly In the gumest sort of fashion
But Eddle Kelly always despised und detested
the ring. He would not speak of It to o son
of his.

Bob Fitzelmmons entertalned some pugllistie
ambiticnz for his son, Rolert, Jr. The youth
nover displayed any aptitude for the squared
circle. HIis father tried bord to fmbue him with
the Nghting spirit, in valn, ©Old Fizsimmonna
taught the young one everything he could
teach him. The boy refused to be taught.
FProbably Fita only wanted to make o plece of
monay with his son. In any event, the hov
never did really enter the arenn

They call professional boxers “fighting men."

OLD BUNK

ure Section

SPO
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That was the old English term for the frater-
nity Yeot, cutalde of the ring, the ‘“fghting
men" dic little fighting. The annols of wa-
bear few of the names of pugilists. Wa hava
been told of the virlle valor that is bred by
permitting boxing with an admission fee at-
tached. Prunes! Boxing for prizes, with a nles
sdmission fes charged may breed valor. Wa
have no evidences that It does Let them b
all they want to. Deny them the privileges of
churging admission fees nnd see how many of
themi care ubout promoting boxing for virile
valor's snke.

I become weary when mon who wish to tiet on
racehorses scek publleity for the schems af
bresding thorotughbred horses for the nf
cavalr: tn war., Let them breed cavalry horsay
all they want to. It Is not necessary to rpos
horses to breed them. Or lot them race thom
and breed them all they want to, but deny themn
the privilege of Bettlig on them, Then see how
far thelr Interest In horse brten}lns for cavalry

use

purposes will go.
United States sre at war,

A long-eared Mualaga jack

A88, are so much bet-
ter war horses t

han the thoroughbred that you
the gasoline tractor

on’t see u hair of a horse In a

Jesa Willard, champlon boxer of

his manager
his name to ‘the preasident,
Who Is Willard to wire an
the president of

It Willard wonts to serve the
Iet him step Into the nearest ro-
Wil Willard da

Wwhere you w

Willard's services.

Th.\r(-lc:rt-. we “grand old bunk®

If we wora a
T of pugllism, we'd quit
Irllity of the race, take up o
If the pugilist aticks to the
the peopls will
for him now, then or hers
have heard the last of the
the thoroughbred

United States?
United States,
crulting otfice and

well shot out of sport
OF & promote

talking about the v

rifle und go to ¢

As for the thoroughbred

the afiage In this war,
him carrying men or haul

1 horse, will you find not hnve much use

Ing guns In this war?
tructor and the

value of the bl
direct descendsnt of o

Bood, ol Misspuri mule, Urse, as & cavalry rem: | 5
oun




